
Notes on the Conditions of Play for P7 competition 2018. 

 

SUMMARY. 

These notes have been compiled as an adjunct to the Conditions of Play and should be read in 

conjunction with them to give some amplification and interpretation of the intent and application of the 

Conditions. Explanations and Examples have been given to aid in the interpretation of the Conditions for all 

players and involved parties for clarity.  

This compilation is presented without bias or direction from any external bodies; however, your 

positive contributions will be considered as, and if, appropriate to the aims of P7 Conditions of Play be 

included or excluded.  

 

Ian King; Tournament Director P7s QLD   September 2017. 

 

All conditions are in order of presentation from the published Conditions of Play 2018. 

CONDITION 1: Controlling Body.  

INTENT: To comply with BA, BQ and the Laws of the Sport of Bowls (Crystal Mark, Edition 3), in defining 

the Controlling Body for all rules and conditions of play to be set and ensure that they are adhered to and 

policed. Refer: Law 57.2 et al. 

Also, to comply with the legal requirements of an Incorporated Body to appoint such sub-committees as 

required by their constitution. Premier League Lawn Bowls Inc. is that incorporated body. (i.a. no: 36540) 

APPLICATION:  The Premier Sevens sub-committee is to be elected/appointed at the A.G.M. of P.L.Q. 

from nominations received and accepted in accordance with the P.L.Q. rules. That sub-committee then has 

the mandate to operate the P7 competition with ratification from the P.L.Q. from time to time as required. 

 The sub-committee shall comprise of: 

President, 

Secretary, 

Tournament Director, 

Results Co-ordinator, 

And; three other members elected/appointed to fulfil duties as required and directed. 

The P.L.Q. Treasurer is an Ex-Officio member of the P7 committee. 

 

For any details on nomination for election/appointment, contact the P.L.Q. for required procedures.  
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CONDITION 2: The Aim. 

INTENT: To provide a SIDES competition consisting of 3 TEAMS. Each Side is to provide Teams of Singles, 

Pairs and Fours in a “Home and Away” context with the draws being produced by the P7s committee. 

APPLICATION: Depending on the number of nominations for each Division, a draw shall be devised by 

the Tournament Director taking into account numbers of Sides required to fill each Section in each 

Division. Travelling times are also taken into account with a provisional maximum of 1 hour and 20 minutes 

to the venues as required. P7 also adhere to the tenet that Clubs, wherever possible, play Clubs outside of 

their BQ district, thus promoting interaction not available to District or Local club competitions.  Byes will 

only be considered when they can be applied across each section. Byes do not count as games played and 

no points will be allocated nor any Bonuses applied. Clubs may be contacted before draws are issued to 

either supply “additional” Sides or withdraw Sides to enable a draw without Byes or Byes applied to all 

Sections in any Division. 

SIDES (Law 1.3) and TEAMS (Laws 1.1 and 1.2) are as defined in the Laws of the Sport of Bowls (Crystal 

Edition Mark 3 at the time). Singles, Pairs and Fours formats are considered the most appropriate Teams 

competition to compete in alignment with the most common and promoted format in representative 

Bowls. (Law 1.5)  

The “Home and Away” concept is a basic tenet for Club interaction and shall be adhered to by all Clubs in 

the competition. Quid Pro Quo shall be applied in all cases. 

Example 1: After the Sectional play Draws have been published, Club A becomes aware that their greens 

become unavailable for play on, or before, the nominated “Home and Away” game shown on the Draw. 

Club B is contacted, as the Away side, and it is agreed between the liaison officers that a ‘quid-pro-quo’ be 

arranged so that Club B becomes the Home green for that date, then it is also agreed that when Club A and 

Club B meet in the next round, that Club A is to be the Home green and Club B is the Away Side.  For the 

occasion that Club A’s greens are still unavailable for the above to occur, the match may be rescheduled as 

allowed for under the Conditions of Play. If rescheduling is not agreed upon by both Clubs, then Club A, as 

the Home Side, will be deemed to have forfeited to Club B.  A rescheduled match may be played on any 

neutral green. Club B’s greens must not be used. 

The P7 Executive (President, Tournament Director and Results Coordinator) shall be kept informed of all 

‘quid-pro-quo’ matches and on the occasions of no agreement between Clubs is reached as outlined in this 

example, neither Club shall be awarded any points or rink wins, but the match will recorded as having been 

played. 

Any other unforeseen circumstance that may prevent the “Home and Away” tenet from being met is to be 

presented to the Tournament Director for adjudication. 
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CONDITION 3: Laws of the Sport. 

INTENT: To be in direct accordance with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls, Crystal Mark Edition 3 as 

amended and the Domestic Laws contained therein, where the P7 Conditions of Play are silent. The Laws 

of the Sport of Bowls allows the Controlling Body (refer Condition 1) to set Conditions of Play that differ 

from those Laws before the Competition commences. (Refer Law 5.7.2 and A.1 Conditions of Play) 

APPLICATION: The Conditions of Play (COP) for P7’s is a flexible document that takes into account the 

inclusion of those factors that promote the game of bowls and the P7 format in general. These notes are 

an example of that flexibility and promotion. 

Examples: 
By taking the Laws of the Sport in order of publication, the COP differs as follows:  
 
Law 1.3.; The Controlling Body (Law 1.3.4) not only allows practice on the same green or rink, it actively 
encourages practice at least 30 minutes prior to the start of play. (Refer Condition 31.1; DR1.1 does not 
apply) 
 
Law 1.5:19 Dead Jack et al; no dead Jacks are permitted, refer Dead Ends below. Jacks are to be re-spotted 
on the Tee. (Also 13.3 et al, 1.5.20 Dead Ends) 
 
Section 2.4 Default by Players; Law 39.2.2.2 will not apply. No penalty of 25% of total shots scored will be 
applied in accordance with Law 39.2.3 (refer COP 4.3) 
 
Appendix A: A.1.4.14: Drug testing arrangements shall not apply to P7 competition. 
All other Laws shall be in accordance with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls, Crystal mark Edition 3. 
 

CONDITION 4: Composition of Sides. 

INTENT: To hold a SIDES competition consisting of TEAMS of Singles, Pairs and Fours all in accordance 

with the Laws of the Sport, which is fair and equitable for all competing Clubs. The Sectional Sides in each 

Division are to play a ‘Home and Away’ Tournament, leading to Grand Finals from an ordered set of Final 

matches as a ‘Knock out’  

APPLICATION: A Side consisting of 3 Teams; Singles, Pairs and Fours, plus a nominated Reserve (who 

must be in attendance at the venue, in playing attire and entered on the results sheet) shall comprise that 

Side. Each Player must be a ‘nominated’ player at the beginning of the Competition, or subsequently 

nominated prior to the commencement of Play. (Law 55.2.3 and DR 2.2., 2.3 &2.5)  Reserves, Substitutes 

and Replacement Players may be permitted, as per Domestic Regulations (DR 2.2 to 2.5) to play to ensure 

that Condition 4.2 is met. All Substitutes and/or Replacement Players must be noted on the Results Sheet 

(COP Appendix D) along with the past 2 years District Pennants positions noted, as for the requirements for 

an originally nominated player. If no previous Pennants history is available, then Condition 5.4 shall be 

applied. Refer to Condition 6 et al for Nominated Reserves. 
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CONDITION 5: Eligibility. 

INTENT: All Players, regardless of Gender, Age and Experience are expected to be pitted against other 

players of similar skill levels in a Sides and Team environment.  Players are to be financial, registered 

bowling members of an Affiliated Club. 

APPLICATION: Eligibility to compete in any Section of any Division shall rely on each Club’s duty of 

fairness in nomination, including previous pennants history for the past 2 years and/or the P7 committee’s 

determination of current competitive skill level. Applications for re-grading (reconstituting) of players and 

sides shall be in accordance with Condition 8. 

Note: that cut-off dates and/or times apply to all nominations and regrading applications. 

Conditions 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 are self-explanatory and need no amplification or interpretation. 
 
Condition 5.4: The P7 committee rely on the past 2 years of District pennants positions only as an initial 
guide to that player’s skill level. Even if only 1 year pennants are available, it remains an initial guide for 
grading of that player. If no pennants have been played, then the Club’s nomination must be taken as Bone 
Fide at the time of nomination. The Committee reserves the right, by observation or investigation, to 
determine the skill level of any player and regrade as required. Past regrading’s remain in vogue for both 
individual and Sides until otherwise regraded by the Committee. Previous P7 competition results also form 
part of the determination for Sides, Teams and individuals. This infers the opportunity to ‘promote’ and 
‘relegate’ Sides between Divisions as Condition 5.9 enumerates. Promotion and Relegation will be applied 
from nominations received at the discretion of the Committee. (Condition 10.4 refers). Clubs may apply for 
regrading of Sides and/or individuals as per Condition 8, if their nomination has been changed by the 
Committee. 
To provide a fair competition, with a level playing field for all, remains of top priority for the P7 Committee 
and will be rigorously defended and applied. Second hand anecdotal based opinion will be disregarded as a 
matter of course in any Committee determination. 
 
 Conditions 5.5 and 5.6 are also self-explanatory and infer a level of Cooperation between PLQ and P7 as 
well as implying the honesty of Players and Managers. 
 
Conditions 5.7 and 5.8: Players who play 5 games at a higher division or combination of higher Divisions 
than originally nominated (for sections without byes!) become reconstituted in that higher Division for the 
remainder of the competition leading up to the finals.  i.e. 50% of sectional games for 10 games. There may 
be occasions where a Club has more than 2 Divisional sides, then the higher number of games in any higher 
division, becomes that Division a player is reconstituted (regraded). 
  

Example 1:  Jack is nominated for Division 5, plays 2 games for Division 4 and 3 games for Division 3. He 
only plays 1 game for Division 5 and subsequently doesn’t play in the remaining (or intervening) 4 rounds.  

a. He is originally constituted as Division 5 and remains so until he plays his 5th game in any higher 
Division or combination of higher Divisions. 

b. Regardless of the order of his games or the Division in which he plays the 5th game, (example 3 
where he plays his 5th higher game in Division 4, but becomes reconstituted for Division 3 as 
having played more games in that higher Division) he becomes reconstituted as a Division 3 
player and may not play down for further Sectional or Finals play 
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i.e. Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Rnd 5 Rnd 6  Rnd 7  Rnd 8 Rnd 9  Rnd 10   Finals. 
 DNP Div4 Div3 Div3 DNP DNP Div4 DNP Div5 Div3   Div 3 + only 
Or Div4 Div3 DNP DNP DNP Div4 Div3 Div5 Div3 DNP   Div 3 + only 
Or Div5 Div4 Div3 Div3 Div3 DNP DNP Div4 DNP DNP   Div3 + only 
 
And so on . . . there are at least 10 x 10 combinations for this example alone. 

c. Jack qualifies to play in the Finals series because he has competed in more than 50% of Sectional 
matches in any Division. i.e. 6 games out of 10. 
So, regardless of the order of games played or not played, Jack becomes reconstituted as a 
Division 3 player for the remainder of the Season and Finals as soon as he plays his 5th game in 
any higher Division. He may play up for the finals. 
 

A player may play in any higher Division or combination of higher Divisions for a maximum of 4 matches 
before becoming reconstituted. 
 
Example 2: Kitty is nominated for Division 1 60+, she only plays 2 rounds in that Division and is played at 
lower Divisions (as available) because of her lack of form. A similar table can be presented for this example 
as was presented for Jack above, but is not included for simplicity sake. 
As soon as Kitty plays at a lower Division or combination of lower Divisions for her 5th game, she becomes 
reconstituted for that lower Division and can play the remainder of the season and Finals at that lower 
Division. She may play up in sectional play or finals as allowed for in the COP if she qualifies. 
 
A player may play in any lower Division or combination of lower Divisions for a maximum of 4 matches 
before becoming reconstituted. 
 
Condition 5.9: Provides a descending list of Divisional Rankings as implied by Condition 5.4. These rankings 
are to be used to determine playing UP or DOWN and for promotion and relegation of sides between 
divisions. It must be noted that PLQ players are excluded from participating in P7s and PLQ A Grade players 
are to be excluded after playing 5 games in that competition. A level of cooperation between PLQ and P7 
must be assumed for this Condition to be fulfilled. 
 

CONDITION 6: Reserves. 

INTENT: To provide the opportunity for Clubs to ‘qualify’ sufficient eligible players to compete in the 

Finals series. 

APPLICATION: Regardless of the P7s being based on seven players, in fact 8 players can be used on any 

playing match. Any change to nominated Sides shall be recorded on the Results sheet (Appendix D). 

Nominated reserves, if acceptable, are to be treated exactly the same as any other constituted player.  

Attendance shall be based on the Nominated reserve being of a similar skill level for the Division so 

nominated, being present at the venue for the entire duration of the round, being fully prepared (including 

attire) to replace any team member with the exception of Skip in Fours or Pairs. The nominated reserve 

may also be the Side Manager (Condition 30 refers). 
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Condition 6.1: For the Nominated reserve to be graded and/or regraded and the attendance as above is 

satisfied, that reserve is regarded to have ‘played’ in that round and have that fact recorded as any other 

player in that round for finals qualification. 

Condition 6.2: The Nominated reserve is the first port of call to fill any vacancy (with the exception of Skip 

for Fours and Pairs) presented on the day for reasons of “Physical or Emergency” reasons. Just being ‘out 

of form’ will not be a valid reason for replacement of players in the Side. The controlling body on the day 

shall be responsible for the validation of any player becoming unable to continue. Normally this will be the 

Umpire for the match. Once the decision has been made by the Umpire, no appeal or reversal of that 

ruling shall be entertained. (Law 43.2.6 notwithstanding) Note Condition 32.1 in that the Marker/s and 

Umpire/s shall be provided by the Host (Home) Club. 

Condition 6.3: Self-explanatory and based on the Laws of the Sport of Bowls (Law DR2.3.6.2 and DR2.3.8) 

Condition 6.4: This condition attempts to resolve the complex matter of a player being a ‘substitute’ or a 

‘replacement’ player being allowed to take the role of any other player being not able to continue for 

reasons of physical unavailability, other than that of the Nominated Reserve. The Laws of the Sport of 

Bowls, Crystal Mark edition 3 shall be applied as follows; 

Law 55.3.3 allows the Controlling Body (P7) to adopt and include in their COP “regulations for 

introducing substitutes which are different from those described in Laws 32 and 33”. Further, the 

“Controlling Body can also decide on the regulations for introducing reserve or replacement players to take 

the place of players who cannot play in any round after the first round.”  

The Domestic regulations 2.3, 2.4 and 2.5 have been adopted by P7 as outlined below: 

DR 2.3 (Law 33.9 refers) Substitute Players; 2.3.1 A Substitute must be permitted and recorded as such on 
the Results Sheet. Penalties may apply if not adhered to.  2.3.1.1 A Substitute cannot be permitted to fill a 
vacancy caused by a “higher” or prior commitment. E.g. PLQ or District competitions and the like. A 
Substitute can only be permitted if a Player is ill. Refer Condition 6.2.  2.3.6.2 A Substitute cannot be Skip for 
Fours or Pairs, but can replace a Singles Player in a Sides Game, which P7 is. 2.3.9 Does not apply to P7, being 
a SIDES game.  2.3.10.1 One Substitute allowed per TEAM. That means that 3 Substitutes are allowed for a 
P7 SIDE. A Singles Substitute, a Pairs Lead and a Fours Third, Second or Lead are allowed. Note: 2.3.10.2 
which also allows up to three ‘Replacement” players per SIDE if permitted by the Controlling body, which 
they are!  Substitutes are approved for each and every round separately. 

DR 2.4 Replacement Players (Law 55.3.3 refers) replacement Players are those who ‘replace’ an otherwise 
constituted Player for the remainder of the competition. They may replace players with “higher or other 
commitments”. The replaced player cannot re-enter the competition at any stage, including Finals. 2.4.3 
Replacement Players can be Skip.  2.4.4 Up to one replacement player per TEAM is allowed. That is, 3 
replacement players can be permitted for the term of the Competition, regardless of the timing of the 
introduction of the replacement. Replacement Players may be substituted. 2.4.6 Does not apply because P7 
is a SIDES competition. Absent players at the beginning of a match will be covered by Law 39.2.3 for a sides 
game. This is also confirmed as outlined in Condition 4.3.  Law 39.2.2.2 shall not apply. (¼ shots scored to be 
deducted at end of match.)    2.5.1 Absent player Law shall apply to Fours only. Play to proceed as if the 
Second is missing.  2.5.2 If during play, Singles player cannot continue, then a) The nominated Reserve fills 
the vacancy. or b) The Second from the Fours fills the vacancy if available, or c) Substitute allowed if available, 
or d) Replacement player allowed if available and able to continue in further rounds, or e) Forfeit or concede 
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in accordance with Condition 23. DR 2.5.3 and DR 2.5.4 are self-explanatory and are to be observed. 
(Introduction of entering Players) In summary, the table below may assist in the decision to apply a Reserve, 
Substitute or Replacement Player in accordance with these Conditions of Play, when the position becomes 
vacant. 

POSITION Before Game Beginning of Game During Game 

SINGLES New Player, Substitute or 
Replacement 

As 2.5.2 above. Nominated reserve or 
as 2.5.2 above 

PAIRS SKIP New Player, Substitute or 
Replacement 

Nominated Reserve or as 
4.3 with reshuffle. 

Substitute with reshuffle 
or Replacement Player 

Nominated Reserve or 
as 4.3 with reshuffle. 

Substitute with 
reshuffle or 

Replacement Player 

PAIRS LEAD New Player, Substitute or 
Replacement 

As above but without 
reshuffle 

As above but without 
reshuffle 

FOURS SKIP New Player, Substitute or 
Replacement 

Nominated Reserve or as 
2.5.1 above. 

Nominated Reserve or 
as 4.3 with reshuffle. 

FOURS THIRD, 
SECOND or 

LEAD 

New Player, Substitute or 
Replacement 

Nominated Reserve or as 
2.5.1 above. 

As above but without 
reshuffle 

NOTE: any New players to be registered in accordance with Condition 11 
 

 
NOMINATED RESERVE as Condition 6.1 and 6.2 
SUBSTITUTE as Condition 6/DR 2.3 
REPLACEMENT as Condition 6 / DR 2.4 
The only other alternative is to Forfeit the Match in accordance with Condition 23. But considering that all 7 
out of 7 players can be replaced and matches can be rescheduled, surely a forfeit is a last resort, that is 
frowned upon by P7 under any circumstance. Penalties shall be applied for any forfeit. Conceding ‘dead’ 
matches in the Finals series is permitted but never in Sectional play where Rink points are a consideration. 

 

CONDITION 7: Lateral Movement. 

INTENT: To prevent “stacking’ of sides in the same Division to unfairly gain an advantage over the 

opposition. Clubs with two or more Sides or Sections in a Division may tend to select “perceived” better 

players into one of these Sides or Sections to improve the chances of gaining a place in the Finals or to 

improve the opportunity of rink (discipline) bonus wins. 

APPLICATION: The above suggested scenarios would never be enacted on purpose of course. But to 

prevent any perception of “stacking” this condition attempts to alleviate intentional and/or unintentional 

lateral movement of players between Sides or Sections in the same Division to better their chances. Lateral 

Movement is allowed for the first three rounds of the competition to permit selectors an amount of 

flexibility in their determinations. Where a Player contests their fourth match in any side or section, that is 

where they stay (become Constituted) in that side or Section for the remainder of the Competition. They 

may of course be Promoted or Relegated between Divisions if eligible. But if returned to their ‘original’ 
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constituted Division, they must play in that Constituted Side or Section or ineligibility penalties shall be 

applied. Note: DR 2.3.10.4 (no transfer of players from one Team to another) shall not apply to P7. 

  

CONDITION 8: Regrading.  
(8.2 for Individuals and 8.3 for Sides are treated equally for Intent and Application) 

 

INTENT: To allow Clubs the opportunity to appeal Individual and/or Sides grading by the P7 Committee, 

prior to the commencement of the Competition. Stated submission deadline is to be met to allow case by 

case consideration to be completed by the competition commencement date. 

APPLICATION: As considered in Condition 5.4 (in part; Promotion and Relegation) and Conditions 5.8 

and 5.9 (in part; Reconstituted players) any Player or Side may be regraded or reconstituted by 

observation, report or results. This process will be carried out continually during the seasons and 

determinations applied as nominations for the next season are received. Other than any ‘automatic’ 

regrading during the season due to eligibility criteria, there are no other opportunities for Clubs or 

Committee to regrade any Individual or Side. Condition 34; Protests and Disputes may be invoked by Clubs 

for actions against other Clubs or P7 Committee. Complaints against regrading during the Season may only 

be made by formal protest involving written advice and fees applying. 

 

CONDITION 16: Use of Artificial Lights. 

INTENT: To provide a recommended minimum luminance for Games under lights. 

APPLICATION: This Condition has been introduced to encourage the use of artificial lighting for evening 

and night games. The extreme heat policy (Condition 20) allows for night games to be played and venues 

are advised to obtain certification that the Lighting systems being used are of a sufficient minimum 

standard so as not to compromise any player or team competing under lights. 

Lighting is to be turned on at least 20 minutes prior to Sunset time as advised by the Bureau of 

Meteorology to be effective.  

CONDITION 17: Synthetic Greens. 

INTENT: To be in direct accordance with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls, Crystal Mark Edition 3.   Refer; 

Law 52.4 including 52.1.8 for stickers. 

APPLICATION: This Condition is self-explanatory and needs no amplification.  

 

CONDITION 32: Umpires and Markers. 
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INTENT: That each Host or Home Club SHALL provide at least a Level 1 BA qualified Umpire, preferably a 

non-playing person and a Marker for the Singles discipline. 

APPLICATION: Each Club is expected to provide a non-playing registered Umpire for the Home match. If 

a currently registered Umpire is not available, then a suitably responsible person shall be appointed by the 

Home Club to act as the Umpire on the day and shall be announced before play commences. The Host or 

Home Club is also to provide a Marker to adjudicate for the Singles match. This can be the Nominated 

Reserve for the Home club.      If not the Nominated Reserve, then a suitably responsible person shall be 

appointed by the Home Club and announced before play commences.  

Both Umpires and Markers may be replaced during the match, but the new positions shall be made known 

to both Side Disciplines at the time of replacement.  

This Condition is Mandatory. If not adhered to, penalties shall be applied. 

 

CONDITION 40: Movement of Players 

INTENT: To be in direct accordance with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls, Crystal Mark Edition 3.  

The adoption of Appendix 4 from the Laws, in total, is intended to prevent unnecessary delays in all 
matches played. 
 

 APPLICATION: This Condition is introduced to overcome the frequently observed movement of Players 

to the head when it may be considered unnecessary. Umpires on the day can act on these conditions by 

observation or report. Any report to the Umpire shall come from the Side Manager. The Side Manager can 

report to the Umpire upon observation or on report from Skips in Fours and Pairs or a Singles player in 

his/her Side. Note the penalties that will be awarded if this condition is not met. 

Condition 40.11: The Marker in a Singles game may be asked by a Singles player to visit the head, other 

than under the terms of this Condition, only in exceptional circumstances.  

 

CONDITION 41: Delaying (Slow) Play 

INTENT: To be in direct accordance with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls, Crystal Mark Edition 3.   Refer; 

Law 52.4 including 52.1.8 for stickers. 

APPLICATION: This Condition is introduced to prevent slow play in all Sectional and Finals matches. A 

time limit is applied to all Finals and slow play is in direct contravention of this time limitation. No time 

limits are imposed on Sectional play, although it is considered expedient to encourage play without delay. 

Umpires on the day can act on these conditions by observation or report. Any report to the Umpire shall 

come from the Side Manager. The Side Manager can report to the Umpire upon observation or on report 



Notes on the Conditions of Play for P7 competition 2018. 

 
from Skips in Fours and Pairs or a Singles player in his/her side.  Note the penalties that will be awarded if 

this condition is not met.  

 

CONDITION 42: Alcohol and Tobacco. 

INTENT: To adhere to the Home venue’s policy on for Alcohol and Tobacco products consumption. 

APPLICATION: This Condition is introduced to allow Host/Home venues to restrict the consumption of 

Tobacco products and Alcohol in accordance with their adopted Club policies. All licensed venues are 

required by Law to advertise their policy in this regard. Players who are reported to have contravened this 

Condition shall be subject to penalties imposed both in Civil Law and/or P7’s Committee determination. 

 

 

 


